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MEDIA RELEASE October 21, 1988
G IF T  FROM US WEST COMMUNICATIONS
TO SUPPORT B B E R 'S  ECONOMIC FORECASTING PROGRAM
M ISSOULA —
The University of Montana Bureau of Business and Economic 
Research has received a $20,000 gift from US West Communications 
to support its Economics Montana forecasting program.
Economics Montana, developed by the Bureau in 1984, is the 
state's only source of income and employment projections. The 
program, which provides statewide and local forecasts, is part of 
the Bureau's ongoing efforts to give Montanans reliable, up-to- 
date information on all aspects of the state's economy.
Don Hanson, US West manager of economic development and 
educational relations, presented the gift to Bureau Director Paul 
Polzin as part of the company's program to promote economic 
research in Montana. US West Communications, formerly Mountain 
Bell, made its first contribution to Economics Montana four years 
ago.
The Economics Montana forecasting program is widely used by 
businesses, according to Barbara Ranf, Montana coordinator for 
the US West Foundation.
"Economics Montana provides essential information to many 
Montanans whose decisions affect the current and future economic 
vitality of our state," Ranf said recently.
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